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Get Started

The city will move forward with its long-stalled regulation of pedicabs, officials said on 

Sunday, four days after an accident in Brooklyn seriously injured a driver and focused 

attention on the lack of oversight of the tourist-friendly tricycles. 

Owners of the pedal-powered cabs would have a 60-day window to register with the city, 

under a proposal announced by the mayor and the City Council speaker. Those who provide 

proof of ownership and insurance would receive a license, providing that their vehicles pass a 

safety examination. 

The proposed rules are a shift from the city’s first attempt at regulating the industry in 2007, 

when the city insisted on a limit to the number of licenses it would issue. Pedicab owners 

sued, arguing the cap would hurt established businesses, and regulation was held up for two 

years. 

The lawsuit was resolved in April, and the licensing cap was thrown out. In the meantime, 

safety laws enacted in 2007 — including the requirement of seat belts, turn signals and 

emergency brakes — have not been enforced. Last week, a pedicab collided with a taxi at the 

foot of the Williamsburg Bridge, injuring the pedicab driver and two passengers. 

Advocates for regulation said the city should have enforced rules that made it illegal for 

pedicabs to travel on bridges, but the city said it was powerless until a licensing procedure 

could be established. 

Sunday’s proposal was an attempt to end that impasse, but enforcement may still be a few 

weeks or months away. The proposal must wind its way through the legislative review 

process, and city officials have said their hands are tied on regulation until the new 

procedure becomes law. (The first public hearing for the bill is set for the end of month.)

But one potential hurdle may have been cleared: Pedicab owners who sued over the original 

licensing plan said they had no qualms with the new proposal. 

“This is really what we had been hoping for from the beginning,” said Chad Marlow, a lawyer 

for the New York City Pedicab Owners Association. “We think we’ll be the most vigilant 

supporters of the bill out there.”

City officials said the plan had been in the works since April, when the lawsuit was resolved. 

“To say the mayor and the speaker saw this accident and they’re jumping into action because 

Next Article in New York Region (10 of 22) »

Go to Complete List »

1.  Frank Rich: The Obama Haters’ Silent Enablers 

2.  Paul Krugman: Stay the Course 

3.  On Web and iPhone, a Tool to Aid Careful Shopping 

4.  Op-Ed Contributor: Too Poor to Make the News 

5.  Disease of Rich Extends Its Pain to Middle Class 

6.  U.S. Births Hint at Bias for Boys in Some Asians 

7.  Editorial: Doctors and the Cost of Care 

8.  Seeing Provence From the Slow Lane 

9.  36 Hours in Research Triangle, N.C. 

10.  Thomas L. Friedman: Winds of Change? 

6:16 pm

●     Blogged ●     Searched ●     E-Mailed 

 TimesPeople Lets You Share and Discover the Best of NY... 

●     Sign In to E-Mail 

●     Print 

●     Reprints 

●     Share 

●     Sign in to 

Recommend

 


http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Bar1&sn2=504a164/10479bc&sn1=69fb3ebd/cf82486a&camp=nyt2009-circ-mar-bar1_textlink-34J3J-homepage&ad=010109&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fsplitter%5Fcp%2Findex%2Ephp%3FSPTR%5FID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW47AF%26CMP%3D34J3J
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Middle1C&sn2=a380a212/ef889a32&sn1=e3b6bd37/e9b37a20&camp=Sony_Picture_Classics01_1089928_nyt5&ad=WhateverWorks_88x31_PreShow&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Esonyclassics%2Ecom%2Fwhateverworks
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/g/michael_m_grynbaum/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Middle5&sn2=4f7c412/2873e0c9&sn1=32190fd4/f9fedda&camp=nyt2009-circ-mar-middle5_weekender-region-34Q93&ad=030109-weekender-region&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Foffer%2Ephp%3Fid%3D50%26MediaCode%3DW22AS%26CMP%3D34Q93
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://health.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/c/city_council_new_york_city/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.nycpedicabassociation.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/15/nyregion/15fair.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/14/opinion/14rich.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/15/opinion/15krugman.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/15/technology/internet/15guide.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/14/opinion/14ehrenreich.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/13/health/13gout.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/15/nyregion/15babies.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/14/opinion/14sun1.html?em
http://travel.nytimes.com/2009/06/14/travel/14provence.html?em
http://travel.nytimes.com/2009/06/14/travel/14hours.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/14/opinion/14friedman.html?em
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Frame4A&sn2=be39a6a9/d502c4ce&sn1=3bb7300e/dd730d8d&camp=foxsearch2009_emailtools_1011074c_nyt5&ad=500DOS_120x60_c&goto=http://www.foxsearchlight.com/500daysofsummer
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Frame4A&sn2=be39a6a9/d502c4ce&sn1=3bb7300e/dd730d8d&camp=foxsearch2009_emailtools_1011074c_nyt5&ad=500DOS_120x60_c&goto=http://www.foxsearchlight.com/500daysofsummer
http://timespeople.nytimes.com/view/user/0
http://timespeople.nytimes.com/home/about/
http://www.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/15/nyregion/15pedicab.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/15/nyregion/15pedicab.html?ref=todayspaper&pagewanted=print
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Bottom3&sn2=3f0f3682/602f12c1&sn1=38153808/d1303022&camp=NYT2009-Mktg-Brand-S4D-ROS&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-AD-S4D-CONPH2-ROS-0409-NA&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesconversations%2Ecom%2F%3FWT%2Emc%5Fid%3DVI%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DS4D%2DCONPH2%2DROS%2D0409%2DNA%26WT%2Emc%5Fev%3Dclick


New York City Proposes Pedicab Regulation - NYTimes.com

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/15/nyregion/15pedicab.html?ref=todayspaper (2 of 2) [6/15/2009 6:16:30 PM]

Copyright 2009 The New York Times Company Privacy Policy Search Corrections RSS First Look Help Contact Us Work for Us Site Map 

   

Home World U.S. N.Y. / Region Business Technology Science Health Sports Opinion Arts Style Travel Jobs Real Estate Automobiles Back to Top 

Inside NYTimes.com 

of that, that would take credit away from them,” Mr. Marlow said. 

The bill would require pedicabs to display a fare card, owner information and contacts so 

passengers can file complaints. The city would revisit licensing rules after 18 months. The 

original rules limited licenses to 325; owners estimated that there were about 1,000 pedicabs 

in the city.

One pedicab operator said Sunday that the new rules could still put established companies at 

a disadvantage. “It leaves the window wide open for anyone who is going to speculate on this 

and say, ‘If I’m going to jump in the pedicab business, now’s my time,’ ” said Robert Tipton, 

owner of Mr. Rickshaw.

“An accident is always an unfortunate thing to have happen,” he said. “But if there is any 

good that’s coming out of it, pedicabs in New York City should be safer after this.”
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